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Shining the light on creative teaching
Local teachers receive $20,000 in Bright Ideas grants
Each year, the Flint Energies Foundation awards grants through their 
Bright Ideas program to teachers at schools within Flint’s service ter-
ritory. Teachers of grades K through 12 are invited each spring to submit 
grant proposals for creative or innovative lesson plans.

In 2015, Flint received 63 applications and awarded a total of $20,000 to 
22 teachers at 17 local schools. These teachers were surprised in their class-
rooms by the Bright Ideas Brigade—representatives from Flint Energies—and 
presented with flowers, balloons, goody bags and, of course, a big check. 
The grants enable teachers, who otherwise would not have the funding, to 
bring their creative and innovative projects to their classrooms.

Mary Coffee, 
a teacher at 
Eagle Springs 
Elementary 
School in By-
ron, won the 
online applica-
tion drawing 
by submitting 
her Bright 
Ideas grant 
application on 
Flint’s website.  
She received 
an iPad mini 

for her 
classroom.

Shelley Greer, a teacher at The Westfield School in Perry, won a digital 
camera for her classroom in the early bird drawing.

Flint Energies began its Bright Ideas program in 2006 and has awarded 
nearly $135,000 in grant money to teachers for 157 projects reaching more 
than 4,710 students in Middle Georgia.

Invest in a programmable 
thermostat that you can 
set to automatically lower 
the temperature of your 
home after everyone 
leaves in the morning and  
when the family turns in 
for the night. 
Lowering the tempera-
ture by just a couple of 
degrees for eight hours at 
a time can make a big 
difference in how much 
energy your home uses.

Keturah Rogers (right) was awarded a $1,000 Bright Ideas grant for 
her idea, MATH-tastic Playground, at Crawford County Ele-
mentary. For a complete list of winners and their photos, see pages 
24B-24C and 24F.

Energy tips

Programmable thermostats can store 
and repeat multiple daily settings 
that you can manually override 
without affecting the rest of the daily 
or weekly program.

Source: energy.gov
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2015 Bright Ideas 
grant winners
1. Keturah Rogers, MATH-tastic Playground, 
Crawford County Elementary, $1,000
2. Stacy Perry, Infectious Diseases in Africa, 
Crawford County Middle, $1,000
3. Bergen Pool, Scientists: Investigating the World 
Around Us, Taylor County Primary, $1,000
4. Ashley Waller, Waller’s Wonderful Wizzes Want 
a Document Camera Center, L.K. Moss Elementary, $997.88
5. Tammy Strickland, Sensory Smart Classroom, 
L.K. Moss Elementary, $988.78
6. Robin Hall, Wonderful Writers, 
Schley County Elementary, $500
7. Rebecca Brewer, Flippers, 
Furlow Charter School, $989
8. Roban Johnson, Using Nooks to Hook ESOL 
and Other Teen Readers, Academy for Classical 
Education, $990
9. Sarah Chancellor, Lego to the Library, 
Heritage Elementary, $730
10. Sylvia Mitchell, Breakfast with Books, 
Pearl Stephens Elementary, $295.82
11. Angela Farley, Native American Festival, 
Lindsey Elementary, $1,000
12. Gail Lilley, Garden to Table,
Lindsey Elementary, $1,000
13. Ginger Caldwell, Marvel Math, 
Northside Middle, $1,000
14. Leshan Ferguson, STEM Explorations: Computer 
Control and Exploring Renewable Energy, 
Thomson Middle, $1,000
15. Rose Kimball, Cutting, Cooking and Crunching Numbers, 
Westside Christian Academy, $701.69
16. Gina Hammonds, Outdoor Classroom, 
Lake Joy Primary, $1,000
17. Sabrina Comeau, Lego Engineering,
Lake Joy Primary, $979.89
18. Sonya Kiefer, GoWrite with GoPro!,
Lake Joy Primary, $926.94
19. Kadie Griger, Creative Cupcakes,
Mossy Creek Middle School, $1,000
20. Justin Bennett, Agricultural Mechanics in 
the Hands of Students, Mossy Creek Middle, $1,000
21. Kayleen Mims, Exercise for School Success, 
David A. Perdue Primary, $900
22. Cherlyn Keily, Rabbit Production: Academics 
Undercover, Bonaire Middle, $1,000

Photos 19-22 are continued on page 24F; 
photo 1 is on page 24A.
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Add to the success stories: 

Be a part of the 
WASHINGTON YOUTH TOUR 

Above: From left, Flint Energies delegates James Luppino, Nick Moulder, Audrey Duncan, 
Tanner Jones and Dustin Priaulx pose in front of the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial, 
which depicts the flag-raising on Iwo Jima during World War II. Right: Washington Youth 
Tour delegates have a chance to interact with peers from other states. Georgia delegates 
(from left, in blue) Ana Claire Gordon and Becky Caiza (Middle Georgia EMC) and Kaitlin 
Giddens (Ocmulgee EMC) met these young men from Montana’s WYT delegation during a 
cruise on the Potomac River.
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Far left: Kerri Cheek, of Lumber City, and Matt 
Tucker, of Pelham, represented Georgia EMC 
on the 2015 Washington Youth Tour.
Left: Delegates Kiara Brown (Sumter EMC) 
and Vincent Buckman (GreyStone Power) 
enjoy a brief break during the busy week.

     Washington Youth Tour
2016 tentative itinerary
June 9: Kickoff banquet, Atlanta
June 10: Team-building activities; flight to 
Washington, D.C.
Dates TBD for the following activities:  
• Tour and lunch at Mount Vernon; dinner at 
Union Station; evening guided tour of memorials; 
photo op of White House
• Guided tour of Lincoln, Korean War and Vietnam 
Veterans memorials; Arlington National Cemetery 
guided tour; dinner performance of “Peter Pan” at 
Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Columbia, Md.
• All States assembly; tour Smithsonian muse-
ums; cruise on Potomac River
• Tour Supreme Court, U.S. Capitol and Wash-
ington National Cathedral; Sunset Parade at U.S. 
Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima statue)
• Meet with Georgia’s congressional delegation; 
tour Newseum and Madame Tussauds Wax 
Museum; All States farewell event
June 16: Return flight to Atlanta

Note: Itinerary subject to change

ream of the crop. The best and 
brightest. Upper echelon. High 

achievers. Just about any superlative 
fits each year’s group of Georgia 
delegates for the Washington Youth 
Tour (WYT), sponsored by the 
state’s electric membership corpora-
tions, including Georgia EMC.

Every delegate’s accomplish-
ments and interests are highlighted 
during the kickoff banquet each 
year, before the high school stu-
dents begin their whirlwind week of 
team-building, traveling, sightseeing, 
learning and bonding. There are 
some common themes: Not only 
are these young people very smart—
and polite—but they also do a lot. 
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Active in their churches. Busy with 
volunteer work. Gifted athletes. Beta 
Club. National Honor Society. Eagle 
Scouts. The list goes on and on.  

Considering the rigorous ap-
plication process (which varies by 
EMC), it’s not surprising that the 
students chosen as WYT delegates 
have such impressive backgrounds. 
Some EMCs test applicants on their 
knowledge of electric cooperative 
history. Others receive recommenda-
tions from school counselors. Many 
co-ops conduct in-person interviews 
with the best candidates. 

A big reason why these dele-
gates—who begin Washington Youth 
Tour week as strangers—bond so 
quickly and develop lasting friend-
ships is that they are all driven to 
succeed. Those biographies shown at 

the kickoff banquet list the delegates’ 
college plans and career aspirations, 
and it’s clear that all set the bar high 
for themselves. 

Ready to count yourself among 
the success stories? The 2016 Wash-
ington Youth Tour will be held 
June 9-16. For information, contact 
Flint Energies Washington Youth 
Tour Coordinator Jennie Lacey at 
478.218.5529 or jlacey@flintemc.com 
or go to flintenergies.com. The dead-
line to apply is January 22.

Are you a Washington Youth Tour alumna or 
alumnus? If so, we would love to hear from 
you! Fill out a quick survey at  
goo.gl/forms/eQM7kt6RT7.
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Michael Smith, Georgia’s 2014 Youth Leadership Council representative, 
mans the selfie stick as 2015 Washington Youth Tour delegates, chap-
erones and leaders converge for a group photo during team-building 
exercises in Atlanta. Smith was a delegate from Jackson EMC.

Tour photographer relishes 
‘dream come true’

Every family has one—the designated photographer on vaca-
tions and for gatherings and special occasions. That person spends 
much of the time looking through a camera viewfinder (or at a phone) 
to capture every photo op for posterity. Except for the kindness of a 
passing stranger (or, these days, a “selfie stick”), there might be no 
evidence the photographer was even there.

Byron McCombs has served four years in that capacity for Geor-
gia’s Washington Youth Tour (WYT) family. McCombs, staff assistant 
at Blue Ridge Mountain EMC in Young Harris, went on three tours as a 
chaperone before he was asked to step into the new role of trip pho-
tographer. “To spend time with the caliber of young people selected 
to attend the tour—while surrounded by our country’s history—is a 
dream come true,” says the former history teacher and youth minister.

 It’s difficult enough just to keep up with the weeklong tour’s 
breakneck pace and the many logistical obstacles of moving 120 
people (counting students and chaperones) through Washington, 
D.C. But that’s just part of the challenge. “There’s no problem taking 
plenty of beautiful pictures in the nation’s capital,” says McCombs. 
“It’s trying to get photos of the students with other students from their 
sponsoring EMCs in front of a historical landmark that presents the 
real challenge.”

Electric cooperatives in Georgia use the photos taken by  
McCombs in their newsletters published in GEORGIA Magazine and 
can distribute them to local media to accompany stories promoting the 
Washington Youth Tour.

Each year brings a new group of exceptional students, and the 
opportunity to interact with them is what draws McCombs back. 
“Each of them has a story to tell, and I like hearing them—where they 
come from, how they got where they are and where they think they 
are going,” he says. 

McCombs’ contributions to the Youth Tour go far beyond photo-
graphs. “Byron’s knowledge and background as a history teacher en-
rich the group’s experience, and his witty sense of humor has caused 
many uncontrollable bouts of laughter,” says Gale Cutler, tour director 
for Georgia EMC. “The students love him, and I am so thankful that he 
is involved with the Washington Youth Tour.”

What one piece of advice would you give to potential 
Washington Youth Tour delegates?
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Tour photographer Byron McCombs, center, enjoys 
a rare moment in front of the camera with a group 
of 2015 Washington Youth Tour delegates.
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Kaleb Todd, Canoochee EMC, Reidsville. If you are 
chosen, do every last thing you can to enjoy the trip. You 
may think a week with strangers is a long time, but after the 
second day, those strangers will be family, and family time is 
like lightning! It strikes rarely, but when it does, it’s always a 
rush of energy! Like . C
Mary Beth McDermitt, Carroll EMC, Carrollton. Talk 
to everyone, but be yourself! Even if you don’t think that you 
will be friends with someone because of how different you 
are, go talk to them. Like . C
Kirtan Parekh, Jackson EMC, Jefferson. Make the most 
of the people who surround you, not necessarily the things. 
Yes, while in the nation’s capital, take advantage of that, 
but those monuments will be there forever. The people that 
you’re with, they won’t necessarily be there with you for 
more than a week. Make sure to embrace that and really 
learn every person’s story. J

Kaitlin Giddens, Ocmulgee EMC, Eastman. Definitely 
don’t be afraid to talk to everyone. The people on this tour 
are the best of the best and won’t judge you for anything you 
do. Like . C
Jake Williams, Oconee EMC, Dudley. The biggest impact 
on my life from this trip has been through the people I met 
from Georgia. I’ve never been an emotional person, but I 
cried after leaving the airport in Atlanta when it was over. It 
seems strange to think that spending only a week with these 
people has left me with friends that will last a lifetime. J

Connor Poole, Jefferson Energy, Wrens. Get ready for 
the most jam-packed, activity-filled, fun week of your life, 
while running on four and a half hours of sleep every night. 
Also, be ready to develop lifelong friendships. J
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Flint Energies is accepting applications for the prestigious 
Walter Harrison Scholarship program, sponsored by Geor-
gia’s EMCs. 

Walter Harrison Scholarships, for $1,000 each, will be award-
ed to 10 students statewide in 2016. Grade-point average, 
SAT scores, academic standing, scholastic honors and 
financial need are considered when determining eligibility. 

Students applying for the scholarship must be accept-
ed or enrolled in an accredited undergraduate degree 
program, complete an application and write a two-page 
autobiographical sketch, with reference to future plans 
and goals and involvement in the community. It is avail-
able to any college-level student in Georgia whose pri-
mary residence is in the household of an EMC Member 
or employee. All EMC Members and employees are also 
eligible to apply. 

Go to flintenergies.com and search under the My Com-
munity tab, Youth and Education, for an application. 
Completed applications must be postmarked by January 
22, 2016, and returned to: Walter Harrison Scholarship, Flint 
Energies, P.O. Box 7089, Warner Robins, GA  31095.

Effective with Member 
billings that begin on 
January 1, Flint Energies’ 
basic monthly charge for 
residential Member-
owners will increase from 
$24 to $25. 

The change moves the 
service charge closer to 
the true cost of service 
for residential Members, 
which the Co-op mea-
sures today at about $30 
per month per Mem-
ber. The residential base 
charge will increase each 
year by $1, to $27 per 
month, by 2018.  

Increase in 
base charge

$1,000 scholarships available 
to offset rising costs of college
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GED Scholarships now available at technical colleges
Recently, the Flint Energies Foundation 
awarded funds to four local technical 
colleges to support General Education 
Diploma (GED) scholarships. Central 
Georgia Technical College and South-
ern Crescent Technical College received 
funds to award 40 GED scholarships each. 
Columbus Technical College and South 
Georgia Technical College received 
funds to award 10 GED scholarships each. 

Students pursuing a GED will be able to ap-
ply for funds through these local technical 
colleges that serve the Flint Energies area. 
Up to 100 students per year can receive 
this scholarship. The Flint Energies Founda-
tion Scholarship is limited to students whose 

Holiday notice
Flint Energies offices 

will be closed 
January 18 in 

observance of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day. 

To apply, visit the My Community tab at flintenergies.
com and go to Youth and Education. Click on the 
Washington Youth Tour page and download the 2016 
application. The deadline to apply is January 22, 2016. 

Apply now for the 2016 Washington Youth Tour, 
an all-expenses-paid leadership experience

to take place June 9-16.

High school juniors!

primary residence is within one of the 17 counties served by Flint Energies: Bibb, Chattahooch-
ee, Crawford, Dooly, Harris, Houston, Macon, Marion, Monroe, Muscogee, Peach, Schley, 
Sumter, Talbot, Taylor, Twiggs and Upson. These funds were made available by unclaimed 
capital credits. For more information, please contact your local technical college.

Need to know

Do you want to receive a 
$36 bill credit?

To find out how, check 
here next month!



Each week, we feature a Co-op Connections Card 
Deal of the Week. The following local businesses 
offer discounts when you show your Co-op 
Connections Card:

Jan. 5: Receive $200 off rental from 
Le Piada in Macon

Jan. 12: Get a 10 percent discount from 
ABC Books in Warner Robins

Jan. 19: Receive a 10 percent discount (up 
to $100 per order) on waterfall filtration/
purification system and 5 percent off 
magnetic shoe inserts from Peach State 
Investors in Fort Valley

Jan. 26: Get 20 percent off merchandise in 
the Pro Shop at International City Golf 
Club in Warner Robins

Chicken meatballs 
with muscadine glaze

Courtesy of Georgia Grown

Meet Belinda Russell
Energy Assistance Counselor
Warner Robins

FlintEnergies.com24H

Cooperative cuisine

Co-op Card deals

Flint Energies is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Prepare glaze: Wash muscadines and combine them 
with water in a small pot. Bring to a boil, then lower to 
simmer, covered. Cook until skins burst and mixture 
starts to thicken, about 10-15 minutes. Strain out and 
discard the seeds and skin, returning remaining liquid 
and pulp to the pot. Add orange juice and zest. Bring to 
a boil, then lower to simmer. Cook until thick enough 
to coat a spoon, about 10 minutes.

Glaze
2 cups muscadines
1 cup water
3 tablespoons fresh orange juice
1 teaspoon orange zest
Meatballs
1 pound ground chicken
1/4 cup scallions, finely chopped
1 clove garlic, minced
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1 egg
2 tablespoons Georgia olive oil
1/2 to 3/4 cup breadcrumbs

Prepare meatballs: 
Preheat oven to 400 
degrees. Combine 
all meatball ingre-
dients in a bowl. 
Scoop one teaspoon 
of chicken mixture 
and roll into a ball; 
place on a baking 
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sheet. Repeat with remaining chicken mixture. Bake 
meatballs about 10 minutes or internal temperature of 
meatballs is 170 degrees. 
Remove baking sheet from oven and place meatballs into 
a bowl. Toss with muscadine glaze. Serve as hors 
d’oeuvres with toothpicks or serve for dinner with rice 
and a vegetable.


