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Bright minds win big money
Local teachers receive $25,000 in Bright Ideas grants
Each year, the Flint Energies Foundation awards grants through their 
Bright Ideas program to teachers at schools within Flint’s service 
territory. Teachers of grades K through 12 are invited each spring to 
submit grant proposals for creative or innovative lesson plans.

In 2016, Flint received 68 applications and awarded a total of $25,000 to 29 
teachers at 26 local schools. These teachers were surprised in their class-
rooms by the Bright Ideas Prize Brigade—representatives from Flint 
Energies—and presented with flowers, balloons, goody bags and, of 
course, a big check. The grants enable teachers, who otherwise would not 

According to the 
Consumer Electronics 
Association, the average 
household owns 24 
consumer electronics 
products, which are 
responsible for 12 percent 
of household electricity 
use. ENERGY STAR-
certified audio/video 
equipment is up to 50 
percent more efficient 
than conventional 
models.

Source: EnergyStar.gov

Carly Moore (third from left) accepts a $900 Bright Ideas grant from 
Marian McLemore, left, Flint Energies Manager of Public Relations, 
for her idea, Be the Light, at Mossy Creek Middle School. For a com-
plete list of winners and their photos, see pages 22B-22D.

Energy tips

ENERGY STAR-certified refrigerators 
use less energy and help us reduce our 
impact on the environment. If all 
refrigerators sold in the United States 
were ENERGY STAR-certified, the 
energy cost savings would grow to 
nearly $700 million each year and 9 
billion pounds of annual greenhouse 
gas emissions would be prevented, 
equivalent to the emissions from 
more than 870,000 vehicles.
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16
have the 
funding, to 
bring their 
creative and 
innovative 
projects to 
their class-
rooms.

Shelley Greer, 
a teacher at 
The Westfield 
School in 
Perry, won 
the online 
application 
drawing by 
submitting 
her Bright 
Ideas grant 
application on Flint’s website.  She received an iPad mini for her classroom.

Nicole Parks, a teacher at Bonaire Elementary School in Bonaire, won a 
$250 Office Depot gift card for her classroom in the early bird drawing.

Flint Energies began its Bright Ideas program in 2006 and has awarded 
nearly $160,000 in grant money to teachers for 186 projects benefiting 
more than 5,580 students in Middle Georgia.
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2016 Bright Ideas grant winners
Photo School Award Educator Project

1 Bernd Elementary $885.32 Tracy McWilliams Eat Your Vegetables
2 Bonaire Middle $1,000 Stacey McDuffie 3D Printing: Manufacturing Revolution
3 Crawford Co. Eagles Nest $987.04 Carrie McGee The Kindergarten Cooking Caboose
4 Crawford Co. Elementary $975 Katherine Alexander Outdoor Learning Center
5 Crawford Co. High $990.91 Michael Marler Eat M&Ms Exponentially
6 Crawford Co. Middle $963.86 Deborah Vaughn Building the Bridge from 2D to 3D
7 Kings Chapel Elementary $495 Emily Clements Fun with Printmaking
8 Kings Chapel Elementary $1,000 Rebecca Matthews STEM and Storybooks
9 Lake Joy Primary $1,000 Sabrina Comeau Coding with Legos
10 Langston Road Elementary $450 Michelle Osborne Growing Classrooms
11 Lindsey Elementary $300.79 Kabrecia Byse Around the World
12 Marion Co. Middle High $1,000 Sherry McAllister Partners with Copyrights
13 Montessori JOY Learning 

Center
$1,000 Michelle Spell Garden Classroom

14 Morningside Elementary $1,000 Amanda Tannehill Sensory Garden
15 L.K. Moss Elementary $862.34 Rebecca Wells Flip Over Speech
16 Mossy Creek Middle $900 Carly Moore Be the Light
17 Northside Elementary $234.67 Kolenda Davis Flip the Switch
18 Pearl Stephens Elementary $680 Sylvia Mitchell Breakfast with Books
19 David A. Perdue Elementary $872.16 Kimberly Hampton Sensory Integration in the Classroom
20 Perry High $1,000 Joe Sendek Adventures on Alphabet Island
21 Quail Run Elementary $425.91 Michelle Davis Cub Time: A Road to Literacy Success
22 Taylor Co. Middle $995 Devin Driskell Beats Around the World

23 Taylor Co. Primary $1,000 Bergen Poole Busy Hands, Busy Brains
24 Thomson Middle $1,000 Terra McMillan The Next Generation of Green Scientists
25 Thomson Middle $1,000 Andrew Reeves Growing Tomatoes without Dirt
26 Veterans Memorial Middle $992 Lindsey Woods Making Makers in Science and Out
27 Warner Robins Middle $1,000 Amanda Hayes BLAZE: Bringing Leadership and Zeal 

to Entrepreneurs
28 Warner Robins Middle $1,000 Melanie Mann Science Alive!
29 Weaver Middle $990 Ginger Gilpin Boom Boom Pow
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Photos 19-29 appear on page 22D; photo 16 is on page 22A.
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Effective with Member billings that begin on April 1, Flint Energies’ basic monthly charge for 
residential Member-owners will increase from $25 to $26.

The change moves the service charge closer to the true cost of service for residential 
Members, which the Co-op measures today at about $30 per month per Member. The 
residential base charge will increase each year by $1, to $27 per month, by 2018.
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Need a GED? Scholarships now available
The Flint Energies Foundation awarded 
funds to four local technical colleges 
to support General Education Diploma 
(GED) scholarships. Central Georgia 
Technical College and Southern Cres-
cent Technical College received funds to 
award 40 GED scholarships each. Colum-
bus Technical College and South Geor-
gia Technical College received funds to 
award 10 GED scholarships each.
 
Students pursuing a GED will be able to 
apply for funds through these local tech-
nical colleges that serve the Flint Energies 
area. This scholarship is limited to students 
whose primary residence is within one of 
the 17 counties serviced by the Coopera-

Hurry! Don’t delay. The application dead-
line for both the Flint Foundation Technical 
College Scholarship for $1,000 and the Flint 
Foundation College Scholarship for $2,500 is 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017. Two students will 
be awarded technical college scholarships 
and 18 students will be awarded four-year 
college/university scholarships. 

Scholarship applicants must complete an 
application that includes an essay explaining 
how they demonstrate the Touchstone 
Energy core values of innovation, integrity, 

accountability and commitment to community 
in their lives. A panel of retired educators will 
judge these essays blindly, and those scores—
coupled with the students’ grade-point aver-
ages, community involvement and financial 
need—will determine the winners.

The applications for the 2017 scholarship 
program are now available. The links are: 
flintenergies.com/technical-scholarship and 
flintenergies.com/college-scholarship. 
Scholarships will be awarded in May 2017.

Holiday notice
Flint Energies offices 

will be closed 
January 16 in 

observance of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day. 

To apply, visit the Washington Youth Tour page at 
flintenergies.com/washington-youth-tour to download 
the 2017 application. The deadline to apply is January 
27, 2017. 

Apply now for the 2017 Washington Youth Tour, 
an all-expenses-paid leadership experience

to take place June 8-15.

High school 
sophomores and juniors!

Need money for college?

tive. These funds were made available by unclaimed capital credits. For more information, 
please contact your local technical college.

Need to know



As photographer Louis Tonsmeire lines up the shot, Washington Youth 
Tour delegates pose for the cover of GEORGIA Magazine. The green 
screen is later replaced with an iconic Washington, D.C., scene.

ven with the plethora of trav-
el-related apps and web-

sites available today, plan-
ning a family vacation takes 
a lot of work. Try finding an 
inexpensive flight that’s not 
at the crack of dawn or late at 
night or booking a good hotel that’s 
near most of the places you want to 
visit. Then—just for fun—add in buying 
tickets to a popular attraction, a 

E

and book June admission tickets for 
the Holocaust Memorial Museum the 
minute they became available. Plan-
ning the Washington Youth Tour takes  
“if you snooze, you lose” to the high-
est level.

“It takes a lot of timing and a little 
bit of luck to get tours and tickets at 
times that we can assemble to create 
a great trip, but it is worth it,” Cutler 
says. “Our goal is to craft an experi-
ence that takes teens ‘up close and 
backstage’ with our country’s legis-
lators and landmarks to provide a 
personal connection to our nation’s 
history and inspire them to become 
better leaders.”

process that can take 
patience, persistence and 
precision timing.

Now, imagine doing 
all of this for a “family” 

that numbers as many as 
130—Georgia’s annual Wash-

ington Youth Tour (WYT) contin-
gent of delegates, chaperones and 
staff. The trip lasts a week, but the 
planning process goes on all year.

Georgia Electric Membership 
Corp.’s (EMC) Gale Cutler, who has 
served as WYT director since 2000, 
has already booked the delegation’s 
Washington-area hotel through 2019. 
Also, each year during the June 
trip, Cutler goes online after mid-
night to request the following year’s 
wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
National Cemetery, which can be 
done exactly a year in advance.

Last year, Cutler and Tour Coor-
dinator Lindsay Bridges stepped out 
of a banquet in March to go online 

The Washington Youth Tour:
One-week trip requires all-year planning
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After delegates from across Georgia arrive in Atlanta 
for the Washington Youth Tour kickoff, they pose for the 
first of the week’s many photo ops. This, however, is the 
only one in front of a green screen.

Photographer Louis Tonsmeire, of Cartersville, 
banters with the dressed-up delegates, grouped by EMC, 
helping to ease any nervousness they (or their parents) 
may have at meeting so many new people. Once one 
group’s photo is completed, another is ushered in. The 
GEORGIA Magazine cover shoot finishes up just in time 
for the kickoff banquet.

Magazine Production Coordinator Gayle Hartman 
then goes through all the images, picking out the best 
one of each co-op’s delegates (eyes open, clothes and 
hair in place). The green screen is removed, the photos 
are retouched and a Washington, D.C., landmark—most 
often the U.S. Capitol—is placed behind the delegates. 
The process takes several weeks because of the volume 
of photos involved.

The cover shots were taken on site in Washington, 

From left, Ashlee Dixon and Erica Kay, both 
of Sandersville, represented Georgia EMC 
on the 2016 Washington Youth Tour.

Flint Energies delegates pause for a moment 
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Left to 
right are Amelia Day, Anna Kathryn Jones, 
Paolo Francisco, Emily Hartley and Noopur 
Patel.

D.C., until 2009. The change came about because of 
the Youth Tour’s busy schedule and the time the photo 
shoot took. Plus, shooting the photos outdoors meant 
the weather could always be a factor.

Magazine cover photos: A peek behind the scenes
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or some delegates, the Washington Youth Tour (WYT) 
experience whets their appetite for a career in public 

service or reaffirms a decision they already had made. 
Here are two WYT alumni from Georgia who returned 
to the nation’s capital to work.

Talk a little about your current position and responsibilities.

     Andrew C. Wills
2006 WYT delegate  
representing Satilla REMC

I am the director of 
government relations and 
counsel for the American 
Public Power Association, 
a trade association that 
provides services for more 
than 2,000 communi-
ty-owned utilities through  
advocacy, education and 
collaboration. I work with members of the U.S. Congress 
and their staffs to understand how proposed and existing 
legislation affects public power utilities. 

     Zellie Duvall
2008 WYT delegate  
representing Rayle EMC

As a current [Capitol] 
Hill staffer in Washington, 
D.C., I have the honor 
to serve as the legislative 
correspondent for U.S. 
Rep. Buddy Carter, from 
the 1st District of Georgia. 
My responsibilities include 
managing the office mail 
program and handling 
the legislative portfolio for agricultural issues, Second 
Amendment issues, and science and technology.

How did the Washington Youth Tour (WYT) prepare you  
for the career path you’ve taken? 

Wills: The WYT was my first visit to Washington, D.C., 
and the first time I considered the critical role that na-
tional politics play in our day-to-day lives. I fell in love 
with our capital city—its many beautiful monuments, 
historical markers and essential executive, legislative and 
judicial activity. The WYT connected me with an amaz-
ing group of my Georgia peers, many of whom became 
lifelong friends. Finally, I maintained contact with EMC 

A number of former Washington Youth Tour (WYT) delegates followed a path that led 
them to military service. Here’s a look at a few:

Washington Youth Tour 2017 tentative itinerary
June 8: Kickoff banquet, Atlanta
June 9: Team-building activities; flight to Washington, D.C.
Dates TBD for the following activities: 
• Tour and lunch at Mount Vernon; dinner at Union Station; evening guided tour of 

memorials; photo op at White House
• Guided tour of Jefferson, Lincoln, Korean War and Vietnam Veterans memorials; 

Arlington National Cemetery guided tour; dinner performance of  “Beauty and the 
Beast” at Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Columbia, Md.

• All States assembly; tour Smithsonian museums; cruise on Potomac River
• Tour Supreme Court, U.S. Capitol and Washington National Cathedral; Sunset Parade 

at U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima statue)
• Meet with Georgia’s congressional delegation; tour Newseum and Library of Congress; 

All States farewell event
June 15: Return flight to Atlanta

Note: Itinerary subject to change

Delegates’ career paths lead back to Washington, D.C.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

staff who led the WYT and they introduced me to Anne 
Hicks at Georgia Transmission Corp., where I was 
hired as a legal intern. This was my first job during law 
school, and it paved the way for a career in energy law 
and policy. 

Duvall: I cannot say enough about what this weeklong 
program has to offer. Visiting D.C., learning about our 
nation’s history and meeting with elected officials pro-
vided me an opportunity to explore my passions and 
goals in life. One of the most rewarding takeaways from 
the week was learning the importance of leadership and 
how to be a leader, a lesson that stuck with me through 
college and now in my career.

What advice would you give to current Youth Tour delegates?

Wills: Do your research, because you’ll better under-
stand the significance of what you’re seeing. Make 
friends, because those friends may build the founda-
tion for your first network outside your hometown. 
Make connections, because people you meet may be 
your professional allies for many years. Above all, have 
fun and take advantage of the amazing opportunity the 
WYT provides!  

Duvall: Make the most of this week in D.C. and get to 
know your peers, because the relationships you build 
during the week will last a lifetime. Thank you to Geor-
gia EMC, Youth Tour leaders, chaperones and my fellow 
delegates for making my week in D.C. a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity.

F

Andrew C. Wills

Rep. Buddy Carter  
and Zellie Duvall



Each week, we feature a Co-op Connections 
Card Deal of the Week. The following local 
businesses offer discounts when you show 
your Co-op Connections Card:

Jan. 2: Receive 5 percent off your invoice 
from AWT Construction LLC in Perry

Jan. 9: Get 10 percent off at Allen’s Stone- 
Baked Pizzeria in Warner Robins

Jan. 16: Receive a free 12-ounce coffee 
with the purchase of a breakfast biscuit 
at H&J Travel Center in Butler

Jan. 23: Get $50 off select suits at 
Khoury’s Men’s Store in Fort Valley

Jan. 30: $49 service calls and free 
estimates from We Care Heating and Air 
in Warner Robins

Buffalo chicken 
kabobs

Courtesy of Georgia Grown

Meet Jessie Locke
Member Services Specialist
Warner Robins

FlintEnergies.com22H

Cooperative cuisine

Co-op Card deals

Flint Energies is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

4 boneless Springer Mountain Farms 
   chicken breasts
1/3 cup Georgia olive oil
1 tablespoon minced garlic
Salt and pepper, to taste
½ cup Texas Pete hot sauce
½ cup butter
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Slice chicken breasts on bias in strips, about 1/4-inch 
thick. Combine chicken, olive oil, garlic and salt and 
pepper in a zip-top bag. Refrigerate several hours or 
overnight. 
When ready to cook, combine hot sauce and butter 
in a small saucepan. Heat to melt butter. Keep warm. 
Thread chicken onto wooden skewers. Note: You can 
cook these on a grill outside or use a grill pan indoors. 
Heat grill or grill pan over medium heat. Brush skew-
ers with sauce on both sides and place on grill. Cook 
chicken until done, turning skewers once or twice over 

heat. Keep warm while cooking remaining skewers. 
Serves 4-6.

Visit Georgia Grown’s website, georgiagrown.com, for 
information on farms and producers across our state.


