
Energy
Make room for roadside crews

Periodically inspect your 
dryer vent to ensure it is 
not blocked. Clearing the 
blockage will save energy 
and may prevent a fire. 
Manufacturers recom-
mend using rigid venting 
material, not plastic vents 
that may collapse and 
cause blockages.
Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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Lines
When the power goes out, so do Flint 
Energies' line crews. Lineworkers are the 
first to respond after an outage occurs, and 
they work tirelessly to restore power to the 
communities we serve.

If you’re traveling and see one of our 
crews on the side of the road, we kindly 
ask that you move over, if possible, and 
give them a little extra space to work. We 
care about the safety of all, and this extra 
precaution ensures just that.

If you approach a crew while traveling on 
a two-lane road, moving over to the next 
lane might not be an option. In this case, 
we simply ask that you slow down. If you 
approach a crew while traveling on a four-lane road, and safety and traffic 
conditions allow, we ask that you move over into the far lane. 

Utility crews aren’t the only ones who could use the extra space. Emergen-
cy responders, such as police officers, firefighters and emergency medical 
technicians, often find themselves responding to emergency situations 
near busy roadways. We ask that you follow these procedures to help keep 
these crews safe. 

Georgia’s Move Over Law says motorists traveling in the lane adjacent to 
the shoulder must move over one lane when emergency and utility ve-
hicles are stopped on the side of the highway and operating in an official 
capacity. Vehicles included in the law include all first responders (law 
enforcement, fire, EMS), utility vehicles, DOT vehicles, HERO Units and 
wreckers tending to an accident. The law is meant to keep officers AND 
traffic violators safe from accidents with passing cars. The fine for not 
obeying this law can be up to $500.

There’s plenty of room for all. Let’s work together to keep everyone safe on 
our local roadways. 



A Greek philosopher once said, “There is nothing 
permanent except change.” Over the last 80 years, 
Flint Energies has experienced a great deal of transition 
and transformation to serve members better. Flint will 
continue to experience even more change as technol-
ogies improve and people come and go. One person 
to leave recently was Flint Director Paul Hibbitts, who 
retired from the Co-op Board in January. While we 
miss his presence, the positive impact he made on Flint 
continues. Hibbitts' retirement changed the dynamic 
of the Flint Energies Board by creating a vacancy, and 
with it, introduced an opportunity.

Reduction in Board size
Hibbitts' retirement offers an opportunity to “right-
size” the Board by reducing the current 11-member 
structure to a nine-member Board of Directors. By 
reducing the number of director positions, the Co-op 
Board will be more comparable in size to the majority 
of electric membership corporations in Georgia. 
Currently, 36 of 41 (or 88 percent) of the EMCs in 
Georgia have boards with nine or fewer members. A 
reduction in the number of Directors will also enhance 
the efficiency of the Board and cooperative operations 
while continuing to represent all Flint Members.

Flint’s Bylaws will need to be amended and approved 
by the membership to officially reduce the size of the 
Cooperative’s elected Board from the current 11 
members to nine. How would Flint do that?

As a first step, it is the Board’s recommendation to leave 
the vacancy created by Paul Hibbitts’ retirement (Area 
VII-Post 2) unfilled. This action would reduce the num-
ber of Board positions to 10. As a second step that would 
occur over time, the recommendation is to similarly not 
fill the Director District Area I-Post 1 position (Talbot, 
Harris and Muscogee counties), currently held by Sam 
Wellborn, of Midland, when Wellborn chooses to resign 
or retire from the Flint Energies Board. By reducing the 
numbers through attrition, the Flint Energies Board can 
change from an 11-member Board to a nine-member 
Board, with balanced reduction in both the urban and 
rural areas that Flint serves.

All Members represented
In conjunction with taking a step to make Flint’s 
Board more on par with the size of most co-op boards 

in Georgia and 
across the nation, 
it is also important 
to modify the areas 
that some Director 
districts cover. Over 
time, the population 
of Houston Coun-
ty and the City of 
Warner Robins has 
changed. According 
to the latest cen-
sus records, more 
people now live in 
Houston County 
outside the city 
limits. 

To reflect that change, the Flint Energies Board rec-
ommends that the City of Warner Robins district be 
dissolved and incorporated into the Area IV district, 
which is composed of Houston, Bibb and Twiggs coun-
ties. This consolidation will create at-large director 
positions for the entire district, instead of the current 
structure of having separate Director districts for 
Warner Robins and the three counties of Area IV.  

If approved, this action will also expand the base of 
candidates eligible to represent Area IV in the future.  
Similarly, as the future change occurs in the Area I 
district that covers Talbot, Harris and Muscogee coun-
ties, it is the intention of the Board to merge Area I with 
Area II (covering Taylor, Schley, Marion and Chatta-
hoochee counties) that is currently represented by two 
Directors, Jackie Robinson and Jeff Wainwright.

With these changes, two things will stay the same. Re-
gardless of what district you live in, you have the right to 
vote on all directors and all members are represented.

If you ask a Flint Board Director which district they 
represent, you will quickly hear, “All of them!” These 
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Times, they are a-changin'
              Proposed reduction of the Flint Energies Board
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During his retirement 
reception, Paul Hibbitts 
slices into a cake 
adorned with the logo 
of his favorite team, the 
Georgia Bulldogs.



Flint Energies 

will be closed 

Tuesday, July 4,

in observance

of Independence Day.

June 2017 20C

co-op leaders receive calls, questions and requests from 
any and all of the 17 counties that Flint serves, and they 
take action and make decisions that are in the best interest 
of all, not just the invisible boundaries where they live. 

Winston Churchill said, “To improve is to change.” Flint 
Energies, its Directors and employees continue to look for 
ways to improve and more efficiently serve the Members 
and communities of Flint. Striving to do what is best for 
all those involved requires change. We believe that the 
proposed Bylaw amendments will improve Flint and 
position it better for the future. We hope you agree. We 
recommend you vote “YES” for each of the two Bylaw 
changes proposed on this year’s Official Election Ballot. 

Now that it's summertime, you finally 
have time to relax and dream ... about 
everything you want to do next year! 

But how will you pay for it?

With a Flint Energies Bright Ideas grant, 
of course! You can win up to $1,000 for 
your classroom so you can make that 
innovative, creative dream come true. 

Dear Teachers:

Applications are due by Friday, 
September 1, 2017. Apply online at 
flintenergies.com/bright-ideas-teacher-grants.

We hope to see your application soon!



Each week, we feature a Co-op Connections Card 
Deal of the Week. The following local businesses 
offer discounts when you show your Co-op 
Connections Card:

June 5: Receive 15% off your first month's 
rent at Go Minis Mobile Storage in 
Warner Robins

June 12: Get $100 off your first month's 
rent and have your application fee waived 
by showing your card at Lenox Pointe 
Apartments in Warner Robins

June 19: Call Harmon and Harmon 
Realtors in Macon for your Co-op 
Connections Card deal

June 26: Receive a free gift with purchase 
at Destiny's Boutique in Centerville

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter a large casserole 
dish. In a large pan over medium-high heat, sauté 
onions with two tablespoons butter and cayenne until 
translucent. Add spinach and cook for 3 minutes. Set 
aside. 

Vidalia onion and 
rice casserole

Courtesy of the Vidalia Onion Committee

Meet Chad Pender
Member Services Technician
Reynolds
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Cooperative cuisine
2 tablespoons butter, plus more for dish
1 medium Vidalia onion, minced
Pinch cayenne pepper
1 package frozen spinach, thawed, drained, 
   chopped
1 cup milk
2 eggs
2 cups shredded extra sharp Cheddar, plus 
   extra for top
4 cups cooked rice
1 teaspoon freshly chopped parsley leaves
1 teaspoon freshly chopped thyme leaves
1 teaspoon chopped basil leaves
Salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste

Co-op Card deals

Flint Energies is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

In a large bowl, whisk together milk and eggs. Add 
cheese, rice, parsley, thyme, basil and spinach mixture. 
Combine well. Season with salt and pepper to taste. 
Pour into prepared casserole dish and top with extra 
shredded cheese. Bake for 30 minutes. Serve piping hot.
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