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August 2018Flint Energies nurtures
education to grow bright minds

Lines
The children in our communities today will be our Flint  
Energies Members tomorrow, so we invest in education to 
help students flourish. Flint acknowledges the importance 
of supporting our youth. This investment in our future means 
a brighter tomorrow for us all. While some programs take 
years to realize their benefits, we’d like to spotlight two that 
are fun and encouraging to students and reap immediate 
results. 

Bright Ideas grants
Bright Ideas, a grant program sponsored by the Flint Energies 
Foundation and Flint Energies, strives to improve education 
in Middle Georgia classrooms by awarding teachers money 
to implement creative lesson plans that would not otherwise 
be funded. Grants up to $1,000 are available for teachers 
of grades K-12 at public or private schools in the Co-op’s 
17-county service territory. Flint Energies powers the future 
of our children with the help of those Members who have 
their bills rounded up to the next dollar each month through 
Operation Round Up®. Their spare change adds up to support 
Bright Ideas.

Deadline for 2018 applications is September 1, 2018. Those 
who apply by Friday, August 3, will be entered into a special 
early bird drawing for an iPad mini. You may find the applica-
tion at Flintenergies.com, under the “My Community” tab.

For more information, contact Jennifer Morton, Community 
Connections Specialist, at 800.342.3616, ext. 5195, or email 
her at jmorton@flintemc.com.

Give Us An “A”
Students in Flint Energies households are encouraged to enter 
their report card with at least one “A” into a special drawing 
to win a $25 Walmart gift card. Four times a year, 

Flint Energies will draw 10 winners, and students can imme-
diately use the reward. Students from kindergarten through 
college with at least one “A” equivalent grade on their report 
card are eligible. To register for the Give Us an “A” drawing, 
simply mail a copy of your child’s report card to: 

Flint Energies   
Attn: Give Us an “A” Coordinator 
P.O. Box 7089 
Warner Robins, GA 31095

Email a photo of the report card to bbrown@flintemc.com.
 
Be sure to include the name of the student’s parent(s) or 
guardian(s), home address, phone number and Flint account 
number. The chances of winning depend upon the number of 
entries received. Students may win only once per school year. 

Deadlines for the 2018-2019 school year are: 
November 15, February 15, April 15 and June 15

Students at Eagle Springs Elementary were thrilled to hear their teacher, 
Diana Brown (holding sign), won a Bright Ideas grant for her lesson 
plan, “Adding it All Up.” Making the presentation is Marian McLemore, 
Flint Energies Vice President of Cooperative Communications.
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HOLIDAY NOTICE: Flint will be closed  
Monday, September 3, in observance of 
Labor Day.

Focus on the future
Flint Energies’ 2018-2019 education programs

September October November
7—Deadline 
for Bright Ideas 
entries

Teachers: With 
a Bright Ideas 
grant, you could win up to 
$1,000 for your classroom!

16-18—Sunbelt Ag Expo 
safety education and 
games in Moultrie, Ga.

Teachers: Book a green 
power presentation for 
your class or science club

5—Washington Youth 
Tour application available

15—Give Us 
an “A” 
drawing

Bright Ideas Brigade 
surprises winners!

December
Teachers: Now is a great 
time to book a safety 
demonstration for your 
students!

Go to flintenergies.com 
and click on the My 
Community tab to request 
a speaker. 

18—Walter Harrison 
Scholarship 
applications due

25—Washington Youth 
Tour applications 
due

January

28—Flint Energies 
Foundation 
College Scholarship 
deadline

15—Give Us an “A” 
drawing

February

Washington Youth Tour 
winners announced
 

March
15—Give Us an “A” 
drawing

Statewide Walter 
Harrison Scholarship 
winners announced

April
Flint Energies 
Foundation college 
scholarship winners 
announced

May

15—Give Us an “A” 
drawing

13-20—Washington 
Youth Tour

June
Youth Co-op Council in 
Covington, Ga.

July
Teachers: Think about that 
innovative lesson you’ve 
wanted to plan, and apply 
early for a Bright Ideas 
grant!

August
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Focus on the future
Flint Energies’ 2018-2019 education programs

Senior Citizen Appreciation Day
Tuesday, August 21

Drop in between 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

62+
Energy advisors will give energy-saving tips
  Energy assistance counselors available
   Lunch served between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
    Fun prizes and a small appreciation gift!

Flint Energies 
3 S. Macon St.
Reynolds, Ga.

Flint Energies
98 Carl Vinson Pkwy.
Warner Robins, Ga.

For more information, contact Jennifer Morton at 1.800.342.3616, ext. 5195

For more information, contact Jennifer Morton at 1-800-342-3616, ext. 5195

Need to pay your 
Flint  Energies bill in a flash?

Unable to stop by a Flint Energies office to pay your bill? 
Ran out of time to mail in your payment?

Or just in a hurry? 
Don’t worry, we’ve added two more payment kiosks in your area. You can now make Flint Energies 

payments 24 hours a day by check, cash or credit card at our newest kiosk locations. 
Sprint on over to Flash Foods at 107 Iffie Road in Perry (near the fairgrounds) 

or at 498 GA Hwy. 247 in Bonaire (intersection of Hwy. 247 and Hwy. 96) to make a payment.  
More locations mean more convenience for you. Run by today!
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Old habits die hard. Just ask Mike Nichols or any of the 
other volunteers working alongside him. Years after they 
retired—most of them from the Air Force—they’re still 
reporting for duty. Their current mission: give new life to one 
of World War II’s flying stars. 

Almost every weekday from 7 a.m. until 3 p.m., Nichols and 
at least 14 other volunteer restorers are on the job in the 
Museum of Aviation’s Scott World War II Exhibit Hangar. 
The group, composed mostly of Flint Energies Members, is 
restoring one of the world’s last remaining B-17 bombers. 

They’ve been at it since August 2015, when the museum  
acquired the B-17 from Grissom Air Reserve Base in Indiana. 
Flint Energies helped pay for the plane’s 688-mile road trip 
to its new home in Warner Robins. It took three days and five 
semi trucks to transport the 74-foot, 36,000-pound aircraft.

Volunteers knew from the outset that the restoration would 
be complex. 

“It had been sitting outside since 1961, so the weather 
took its toll. There is some corrosion, and a lot of parts were 
missing, but it is salvageable,” says volunteer Bob Denison.

The goal is to return the plane to its 1945 appearance, when 
it was one of the last B-17s to roll off a Lockheed assembly 
line. The aircraft is being restored inside and out to aid in 
preserving it for generations to come.

One bolt at a time
Right now, the plane sits in pieces. Restorers are slowly 
bringing every inch of the aircraft back to its original form, 
down to each rivet, screw and bolt.

At one table, George Ireland machines new bolts to replace    
 deteriorated ones. Meanwhile, Mike Tipton tinkers with the    
  B17’s rudder pedals and George Adler fabricates a new      
   piece of metal. 

     Terry Yacubich and her husband, Steve, hover near the   
     stripped-down fuselage and concentrate on a piece of    
     the cockpit. For Yacubich, the project is a labor of love  
     because her father occupied a B-17 navigator’s seat for 
     35 missions during World War II. 

 A star is reborn
Flint Energies Members volunteer time, 
talents to restore World War II bomber

Volunteer restorer Mike Woods coaxes a shine from a section of the B-17 
bomber, known as the Flying Fortress during World War II. 
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By Donna Abernathy

DONNA ABERNATHY

DONNA ABERNATHY

Flint Energies Members Bob 
Denison, left, and Terry Yacubich 
discuss the progress she’s making 
on restoring the plane’s cockpit.
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Everyone works to the near-constant whirring of the electric 
polisher Mike Woods uses to coax a shine from a section of 
the aircraft’s fuselage.

The restoration project, like others before it at the museum, 
relies on volunteers. More volunteers are always needed, 
says Nichols, who supervises the project. Especially needed 
are those with skills in sheet-metal fabrication.  

The volunteers must buy whatever they can’t reclaim or  
recreate for a historically accurate restoration. Finding 
original parts, or vendors to make them, is slow, expensive 
work, says Denison. 

The total price tag for the restoration is expected to be 
around $400,000, says Christin McFarland, fundraising co-
ordinator for the Museum of Aviation Foundation. All of those 
funds will come from donations.

But the hefty cost is worth it. Out of the nearly 13,000 B-17s 
manufactured for the war effort, there are only 45 complete 
planes left worldwide. The one at the Museum of Aviation 
will be the 46th when it is completed. 

Restorers estimate it will take at least five years to reach 
that goal. Until then, Mike Nichols and his fellow retirees 
will continue reporting for duty—because loving airplanes 
is a hard habit to break. 

Despite being a popular subject of movies, television shows, 
books and poems, most B-17 planes were sold for scrap and 
melted down soon after World War II ended. When restoration 
is finished, the aircraft on exhibit at the Museum of Aviation 
will be one of only 46 complete B-17s still in existence.

Did you know?

See the B-17
The B-17 restoration project is a live exhibit at the 
Museum of Aviation. Volunteer restorers are normally 
on hand to talk with visitors Monday through Friday 
until 3 p.m.

Museum of Aviation
Robins Air Force Base

1942 Heritage Blvd., Warner Robins
Open daily 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Free admission/free parking
www.museumofaviation.org

COURTESY OF MUSEUM OF AVIATION



Justin Brannon attends Marion County 
High School and is the son of Brian 
and Ramona Berryhill, of Box Springs. 
Maddie Key, a student of Houston 
County High School, is the daughter of 
Robby and Mary Key, of Warner Robins. 
Julianne Moon attends Marion County 
High School and is the daughter of 
Brian and April Moon, of Buena Vista. 
Reed Resendiz attends Warner Robins 
High School and is the son of Javier 
and Ginger Resendiz, of Warner Robins.

Nonstop fun, life-changing expe-
rience, unforgettable, amazing, 
inspiring ... these are a few of the 
comments made by Flint Energies’ 
delegates describing their trip to 
D.C. with the Washington Youth Tour 
(WYT).

Held June 7-14, 2018, the WYT is an 
annual event fully sponsored by 38 of 
the electric cooperatives in Georgia, 
including Flint Energies. It stands as 
Georgia’s oldest leadership program for 
teens, to applaud them for leading the 
way in the local communities, provide 
them a chance to see history come to 
life and give them a rare opportunity to 
connect with other student leaders like 
themselves from across the state and 
the country.

Flint Energies selected four 
students as delegates on 
this year’s Youth Tour. Justin 
Brannon, Maddie Key, Julianne 
Moon and Reed Resendiz were 
chosen from a pool of students 
who were tested on their coop-
erative knowledge. Those with 
the top 10 scores were invited 
to interview with a panel of 
judges, where four student 
delegates and an alternate 
were selected.
 

18F FlintEnergies.com

Flint Energies 
empowers 
tomorrow’s 
leaders

Georgia delegation members toured memorials and museums 
around Washington, D.C. Shown above, a group of delegates visit 
the Lincoln Memorial with a scenic overlook of the National Mall 
in the background.
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Flint Energies’ WYT delegates (l to r) Justin Brannon, Julianne Moon, Maddie Key and Reed 
Resendiz learn about President George Washington during their tour of Mount Vernon.
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Greetings from

Washington, D.C.

The four Flint Energies delegates 
joined 1,800 other ambitious students 
from around the nation as they all ex-
perienced America’s history, developed 
leadership skills, toured historical sites 
and built friendships. When combined,
various aspects of the trip provide a 
unique lesson that cannot be duplicat-
ed in any classroom.

The teens on the tour were challenged 
to consider the part they play in gov-
ernment and the cooperative move-

ment. “These students represent 
the next generation of accom-
plished, involved leaders in our 
communities and state,” says 
Blair Brown, Flint Energies Youth 
Tour Coordinator. “This trip gives 
them a greater appreciation for 
how our nation began and the 
ability to evaluate the role that 
they play in improving it.”

“We entered into the U.S. House 
of Representatives gallery, and it 
was surreal,” says Julianne. “The 
lawmakers we see on TV were 
right before our eyes, voting on 
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Georgia WYT delegation
poses with U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson 
(bottom row, center).

legislation and shaping the future of 
America.”

During the eventful week, the delegates 
visited Mount Vernon, the National 
Archives, the Smithsonian museums, 
the Washington National Cathedral, 
the  U.S. Capitol, the National 9/11 
Pentagon Memorial and U.S. Air Force 
Memorial, the Library of Congress and 
Arlington National Cemetery. The group 
also took a guided tour of the MLK, 
FDR, Jefferson and WWII memorials. 
In addition, the students enjoyed a 
performance of “Newsies” at Toby’s 
Dinner Theatre and a riverboat cruise 
with delegates from other states.

At the end of a busy and exciting week, 
all state groups convened for National 
Youth Day, sponsored by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA), to learn from public figures 
and other featured speakers. This day 
allowed students to see the impact of 
electric cooperatives on their communi-
ties back home.

The Washington Youth Tour has made 
a way for more than 50,000 students 
from rural areas across the country to 
experience our nation’s capital. Photos 
from this year’s tour are posted on the 
national Youth Tour website: 
photos.youthtour.org.

High school juniors in Flint’s service 
territory who are interested in serv-
ing as a 2019 delegate can apply at 
flintenergies.com after November 5.

Georgia delegates finished off the day with a sunset cruise down the Potomac River 
with WYT students from Arizona and Montana. This year, Flint was fortunate to have 
an employee’s son, Christian Albritton (far right), join the tour as a statewide delegate 
sponsored by Georgia EMC.

Flint Energies is a Member-owned 
cooperative providing electricity and 
related services to 17 counties.

Georgia EMC is the statewide trade 
association representing the state’s 41 
electric cooperatives, Oglethorpe Power 
Corp., Georgia Transmission Corp. 
and Georgia System Operations Corp. 
Collectively, Georgia’s member-owned 
EMC’s provide electricity and related 
services to 4.4 million people, nearly 
half of Georgia’s population, across 73 
percent of the state’s land area.
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safety  
tips 
during

Listen to local news or 
NOAA Weather Radio 
for emergency up-

dates. Watch for signs of a 
storm, like darkening skies, 
lightning flashes or 
increasing wind.

1

2

3

4

5

Co-op Connections 
Card deals near you
Saving money is important to us all. As a Flint Energies Member, you have 
access to hundreds of discounts—local and national—with your Co-op 
Connections Card. Check out a few of our regional discounts and take advantage 
of being a card-carrying Member of Flint Energies. For a list of more discounts, go 
to connections.coop/flintenergies. Pick up a free card at any Flint office.

Go Minis Mobile Storage, Warner Robins: Receive 
15% off your first month’s purchase

Papa’s Pizza To Go, Montezuma: 5% off total ticket

1st Class Cleaning Service, Warner Robins: $10 off head-
light restoration and 10% off residential cleaning

Safeguard, Columbus: Free setup on decorated apparel; 
Free logo design with printed order

5

Postpone outdoor 
activities if thun-
derstorms are likely 

to occur. Many people 
struck by lightning are 
not in the area where it 
is raining.

If thunder roars, go  
indoors! Take shelter 
in a substantial build-

ing or in a vehicle with  
the windows closed.

Avoid using electri-
cal equipment and 
telephones. Use bat-

tery-powered TVs and 
radios instead.

Do not take a bath 
or shower or use 
plumbing. Keep away 

from windows.

Margins accrued by Flint EMC (revenue after all expenses have been paid) 
have been assigned to Members’ capital credit records. This assignment is 
made by applying the percentage of the Cooperative’s margins to each Mem-
ber’s annual bill, before taxes. The percentage from Flint’s margins for 2017 
is 2.606 percent. In addition, margins assigned to Flint by other organizations 
are also passed on to our Members. That amounted to 0.449 percent for 2017.

The table below shows examples of how you may figure your assignment. Sim-
ply multiply the percentage figures shown below times your total billing, less 
sales taxes, for the year.

Margins have been assigned

Remember to keep us at Flint informed of your correct mailing address, 
especially if you should move out of Flint’s service area. If you have any ques-
tions about your assignments, please call your nearest Cooperative office.

Examples

Percentage
If annual bills 

(less taxes) were: $500 $750 $1,000

2.606%
Credits assigned from Flint’s 
operating margins

$13.03 $19.54 $26.06

0.449%
Credits assigned from 
associated organizations (in 
certificate form only)

$2.25 $3.37 $4.49

When thunderstorms are  
rolling your way, stay safe 
with these helpful tips from 
the American Red Cross:

thunderstorms


